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Last November, | had the opportunity to visit a
region near the conflict in Gaza. Through funding
from Unto, our courageous Palestinian staff in this
area work to relieve suffering and share the hope of
Christ.

During my visit, | assisted with a distribution at a
Palestinian refugee camp. These "camps" are
essentially ghettos where families live in dilapidated,
sparsely furnished buildings. Our local staff work in
partnership with a local church and a woman named
Salwa*, a "person of peace" who identifies the most
vulnerable families. Salwa, who began helping
Christians after receiving aid herself during a difficult
time, works closely with the pastor's wife, Nina*.
Please pray that the Lord reveals the truth to Salwa
as she continues to bless others.

A typical distribution involves providing several
weeks of food, building relationships, and praying
with families. If a spiritual interest is expressed
during follow-up visits, the team shares the Gospel.

While there, | witnessed a powerful example of this
strategy at work. At one home we entered, a young
woman was visibly excited to serve us. At a later
home visit to an elderly couple, she reappeared to
serve us tea again. As it turns out, they had helped
raise her, and she wanted to honor them by hosting
us on their behalf. As we left the encampment, Nina
excitedly shared a text she had just received: the
young woman had asked the team to return and tell
her more about their faith in Christ. This wonderful
and rare response reminded me of 2 Corinthians
2:14-16, which speaks of God spreading the
"fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere"
through us.

Please pray for our staff in this area, that the Lord
would provide for them and keep them safe as they
courageously work among the Palestinian people in
their community.

*Names changed to protect their identities.
Photos: Local church partners & Cru staff distributing

meals to families in need; Salwa doesn’t follow
Christ yet, but she sure opens a lot of doors!
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